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The Baptism in the Holy Spirit: Understanding and Receiving God’s Gift 
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SEGMENT 1 

The Charismatic Movement 

The Charismatic Movement was a move of God among denominational churches that 
introduced its members to the baptism in the Holy Spirit—a spiritual experience after 
conversion where the Holy Spirit comes upon you, fills you, and empowers you with 
gifts of the Spirit. 

I received the baptism in the Holy Spirit in 1987, and it revolutionized my walk with 
Christ. The Bible came alive to me, prayer became personal, and God and Christ 
became very real and near to me. I began to experience the gifts of the Spirit and to 
hear the voice of God. 

Doctrine of baptismS 

Hebrews 6:1-2 NKJV: 

1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on 
to perfection [maturity], not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God,  

2 of the doctrine of baptismS, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and 
of eternal judgment. 

Four baptisms are mentioned in the New Testament: 

1. John’s water baptism—for the forgiveness of sins (Mark 1:4) 

2. Baptism into the spiritual Body of Christ—inclusion in the Church (1 Cor. 12:13; 
Eph. 4:4-5) 

3. Christian water baptism—for identification with Christ’s burial and resurrection 
(Col. 2:12; 1 Pet. 3:21) 

4. Baptism in the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5) 

After we are converted to Christ, to evidence our commitment to Him, we are to be 
water-baptized (Matt. 28:19).  Then, by Christ’s command, we are to ask for and 
expect to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
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What does “baptism” mean? 

The word “baptism” comes from the Greek word baptizo, which means, “to make 
whelmed (i.e., fully wet); washed.”   

It refers to immersion. “Baptism” means to be covered and filled. 

What is the baptism in the Holy Spirit? 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a spiritual experience where the person of the Holy 
Spirit (God) comes upon us, surrounds us, and fills us. It empowers us to be witnesses 
for Christ. It also enables us to receive and operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus called it being “clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). 

Acts 1:4-5, 8 NIV: 

4 On one occasion, while he was eating with [the disciples], he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. 

5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.” … 

8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 

 Receiving the Holy Spirit is a command of Jesus. 

 The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a gift. 

 Water baptism and the baptism in the Holy Spirit are two different experiences. 

 The baptism in the Holy Spirit is also called being “filled with the Spirit” (Acts 
2:4). 
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Jesus was baptized in the Holy Spirit 

Matthew 3:13, 16-17 NIV: 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. … 

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. 

17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.” 

Luke 3:21-22 NIV: 

21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened  

22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. … 

John 1:32-33 NIV: 

32 Then John [the Baptist] gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from 
heaven as a dove and remain on him.  

33 I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with 
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he 
who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’” 

Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit to do His ministry 

Luke 3:22-23a NIV: 

22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  

23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. … 

Luke 4:16-19 NIV: 

16 [Jesus] went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day 
he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read.  

17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the 
place where it is written:  
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18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery 
of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,  

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is an essential experience for all Christians 

Matthew 3:11 NIV: 

[John the Baptist said,] “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will 
come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

 Mark 1:8  

 Luke 3:16 

 John 1:33 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is the central goal and mission, the explicit agenda of 
Jesus. He redeemed us through the cross so that “by faith we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit” (Gal. 3:14 NIV). 

Jesus commands believers to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit 

John 14:15-17 NIV: 

15 [Jesus said,] “If you love me, you will obey what I command.  

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you 
forever— 

17 the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be IN you. 

Acts 1:4b-5 NIV: 

4 … [Jesus] gave [His followers] this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for 
the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  
5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
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Luke 11:9-13 NIV: 

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you.  

10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the 
door will be opened.  

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  

12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 

 13 “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!” 

The Spirit is poured out at Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-4 NIV: 

1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled 
the whole house where they were sitting.  

3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them.  

4 ALL of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 
as the Spirit enabled them. 

 All the disciples—not just the Apostles—were filled with the Holy Spirit just as 
Jesus had promised and commanded. 

 All of them began to speak in other tongues—languages they had never learned. 
The Spirit enabled every one of them.   

 They began to speak in tongues, meaning they retained the ability for later use. 

Acts 2:5-12 NIV: 

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven.  

6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each 
one heard their own language being spoken.  

7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?  
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8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?  

9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia,  

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 
Rome  

11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring 
the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 

12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

Acts 2:14-18 NIV: 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 
carefully to what I say.  

15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!  

16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  

17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on ALL people. Your sons 
and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will 
dream dreams.  

18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 
days, and they will prophesy.”’” 
 

 The outpouring of the Holy Spirit with prophetic utterance (tongues) is the 
fulfillment of a prophecy from Joel chapter 2. 

 God said He would pour out His Spirit on ALL people. This experience is for all 
of God’s servants—men, women, children, young and old—of all nations and 
races. 

 Evidence of this outpouring would be spiritual experiences and gifts: visions, 
dreams, tongues, prophecy. 

 Speaking in tongues is a form of prophetic utterance. 
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Acts 2:37-39 NIV: 

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  

39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all 
whom the Lord our God will call.” 
 

 This promise of repentance, cleansing from sin, and baptism of the Spirit is for ALL.  
All who are “far off” — in distance or in time.  It’s not just for first-century Christians; 
it’s for all of us today. 

Disciples at Samaria are baptized in the Spirit 

Acts 8:5-8, 12, 14-17 NIV: 

5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there.  

6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid 
close attention to what he said.  

7 With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were 
healed.  

8 So there was great joy in that city. 

12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. … 

14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them.  

15 When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit,  

16 because the Holy Spirit had NOT YET come upon any of them; they had simply 
been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  

17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 
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 When the people heard and believed the good news about Jesus that Phillip 
preached, the converts were water-baptized. 

 Peter and John came to lay hands on and pray for them to receive the Holy Spirit. 

 Conversion, water baptism, and baptism in the Holy Spirit are separate 
experiences. The Bible reveals that we need all three. 

Paul’s conversion and baptism 

Acts 9:10-12, 17-18 NIV: 

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered.  

11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  

12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to 
restore his sight.” … 

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 
here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  

18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. 
He got up and was baptized. 
 

 Ananias was an ordinary Spirit-filled believer empowered with spiritual gifts to be 
a witness for Christ. 

 Ananias laid hands on Saul. Saul’s blindness was healed, and he was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. Paul spoke in tongues (1 Cor. 14:18). 

Gentiles are converted and Spirit-baptized 

Acts 10:43-48a NIV: 

43 [Peter said,] “All the prophets testify about [Jesus] that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who 
heard the message.  
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45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift 
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  

46 FOR they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said,  

47 “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  

48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. … 
 

 The Holy Spirit sovereignly fell upon all the Gentiles listening to Peter’s message. 
God demonstrated His acceptance of them by filling them with the Spirit. 

 How did the Jewish believers who accompanied Peter know that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles?  Because they heard them 
speaking in tongues and praising God. 

 Since the Holy Spirit had filled the Gentiles, Peter ordered that they be water-
baptized. The baptism in the Holy Spirit and water baptism are two separate 
experiences. 

SEGMENT 2 

Ephesian believers are water- and Spirit-baptized 

Acts 19:1-6 MEV: 

1 ... Paul ... came to Ephesus. He found some disciples  

2 and said to them, “Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed?” 

They said to him, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 

3 He said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” 

They said, “Into John’s baptism.” 

4 Paul said, “John indeed baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people 
that they should believe in the One coming after him, that is, in Christ Jesus.”  

5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  

6 When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
spoke in other tongues and prophesied. 
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 Paul asked these disciples if they had received the Holy Spirit after they were 
converted. This was expected practice in the early Church. 

 Many today are following the Lord as best they know how but have not received 
the empowering gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 Paul laid hands on them to be filled with the Holy Spirit. They spoke in tongues 
and prophesied. 

Tongues is proof, not purpose 

The apostles accepted speaking in tongues or prophecy as a proof of being filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 

Tongues may be an outward evidence of Spirit-baptism but is not the sole purpose of 
being filled. Being filled with the Holy Spirit is to empower us to be gifted witnesses 
for Christ. 

Difference between the evidence of tongues (prayer language) and the 
spiritual gift of tongues 

 Two types of tongues: 

1. Evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit—"prayer language” that everyone 
receives. 

2. The spiritual “gift of tongues”—when the Holy Spirit inspires someone (not 
everyone) to bring a message in tongues to a group of believers at a specific time 
and place. The gift of tongues must be interpreted (interpretation of tongues is 
the companion gift of the Spirit: 1 Cor. 14:13,27-28). 

Romans 8:26: “In the same way, the Holy Spirit helps us where we are weak. We do 
not know how to pray or what we should pray for, but the Holy Spirit prays to God 
for us with sounds that cannot be put into words.” (NLV). 

Benefits of the baptism in the Holy Spirit 

1. Fulfills the command of Christ. 

2. Deepens your personal relationship with God. 

3. Imparts hunger for the Word of God. 
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4. Opens your understanding of the Word of God. 

5. Empowers you to be a dynamic witness for Christ. 

6. Improves your prayer life. 

7. Renews your mind. 

8. Increases sanctification. 

9. Enables you to move in the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

10. Makes you more sensitive to communication from God. 

11. Enables you to see things to come. 

12. Empowers you to be an effective minister to others. 

Baptism in the early Church 

After the original apostles died, the early Church continued the apostolic initiation 
rites: 

 Conversion followed by a catechism of up to three years 

 Water baptism 

 Immediate ministry — the laying on of hands or anointing with oil — with prayer 
for the reception of the Holy Spirit and release of the charismatic gifts. 
 

A life baptized in the Spirit is marked both by an experience of dynamic union 
with God and by an experience of charisms given by the Spirit. These enable us to 
serve God in praise and worship, to serve one another in love by prophecy, healing 
and other gifts, and to empower our participation in the church’s ministry in society. 
These charisms belong to the church today. According to Karl Rahner, prophecy is 
“a permanent endowment of the church and a proof of her supernatural mission.” … 
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[A] renewed parish is a community worshiping in vibrant liturgy, bonded 
together by the Holy Spirit, serving one another, committed to ongoing conversion 
and growth, reaching out to the inactive, the unchurched and to the poor. Such 
parishes confront us with the gospel and evangelize our culture. In these 
communities, as in the Acts of the Apostles and the early church, the charisms of the 
Holy Spirit are identified and welcomed.1 

Receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit with tongues 

Are you thirsty? Come to Jesus and drink! (John 7:37-39) 

How we speak in our native language 

When we speak in our native language, we are translating our own thoughts using 
syllables to form words that express those thoughts: 

Thoughts must be translated into words this way so that they can be expressed in 
comprehensible speech: 

 

                                                   
1 Killian McDonnell and George T. Montague, eds., Fanning the Flame: What Does Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit Have to Do with Christian Initiation? (Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1991), 23–24. 
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The elements of speech  
Human speech has three ingredients: 

 
Note these things: 

 You cannot speak without physically forming words (3).  

 You can mouth words (3) without breath (1) or vocalization (2), but there is no 
sound.  

 You can mouth words (3) while exhaling (1) without vocalization (2) to produce a 
whisper. 

 It takes all three ingredients (1+2+3) to produce audible speech, and you do 
them by your own will when you speak. 

 

 

 

How we speak in tongues 

You must participate and play an active role in the process. You do the talking. 

Speaking in tongues is “supernaturally natural” and not necessarily dramatic. 

When Jesus first poured out the Holy Spirit on the Church at Pentecost, Acts 2:4 says, 
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and [they] began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (NKJV).  

Who spoke?  THEY did—not the Holy Spirit. To whom did the Holy Spirit give 
utterance? To THEM. Where did the ability come from? The Holy Spirit. But who did 

INGREDIENT DESCRIPTION 

1. Breath  Inhaling and then exhaling 

2. Vocalization  Vibrating the vocal cords during exhalation (making sound) 

3. Formation  Moving the mouth and tongue to form syllables into words as 
exhalation and vocalization occur 

Breath + Vocalization + Formation = SPEECH
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the speaking? They did. The Spirit prompted them—gave them the syllables—but 
they had to do the speaking. 

The difference between speaking in your native language and speaking in tongues is 
the source of the words. 

Releasing your tongues 

When believers in Jesus are baptized in the Holy Spirit, they should manifest the 
evidence of the Spirit’s infilling through a charismatic utterance: tongues or prophecy 
(Acts 19:6). 

It’s possible to be filled with the Holy Spirit without speaking in tongues, but everyone 
who is filled has the ability to speak in tongues even if they don’t know how to release 
it. 

Jude 20–21 NKJV: 

20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the 
Holy Spirit,  

21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life. 

“Praying in the Spirit” builds you up on your most holy faith and keeps you in God’s 
love, prepared for Jesus’ return. God will not withhold a blessing that would build you 
up in your faith! Tongues are for you! 

Ask, receive, and speak 

Jesus said, “Your heavenly Father is even more ready to give the Holy Spirit to 
anyone who asks” (Luke 11:13b EV). 

Ask the Lord Jesus to fill you with His Spirit. Then relax!  

Breathe in and expect His filling. Allow Him to pass those divine syllables from His 
heart to yours. Speak them forth in faith, one at a time. 

Some final thoughts 

Doubt: “This can’t be it.” It is. 
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The enemy does not want you using this blessing. But the heavenly Father desires you 
to use the language of the Spirit daily. Speak in tongues a lot! (1 Cor. 14:8) 

Worship Jesus and the Father with tongues. Read the book of Acts. Don’t give up! 

Contact Lee Allen Howard 

Lee is available for Christ-based spiritual guidance, prayer, prophetic ministry, and 
personal coaching about Charismatic issues. 

Website:  http://leeallenhoward.org 

Email:  lee_allen_howard@yahoo.com 

20 Reasons to speak in tongues 

Here are a few reasons why the Bible recommends speaking in tongues. 

1. When you speak in tongues, you are fulfilling biblical prophecy! (Isa. 28:11–12 and 
1 Cor. 14:21)  

2. Jesus said His believers would speak in tongues as a part of fulfilling the Great 
Commission. (Mark 16:15–17)  

3. The apostles, Jesus’ family, and remaining 120 of the original disciples spoke in 
tongues when they were baptized in the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:13–14; 2:1-4)  

4. The first Gentiles saved spoke in tongues when they were baptized in the Holy 
Spirit. (Acts 10:44–47)  

5. The Apostle Paul spoke in tongues—a lot! (1 Cor. 14:14,18)  

6. Paul wanted all believers to speak in tongues. (1 Cor. 14:5)  

7. Praying in tongues reminds us that we’re God’s children. (Rom. 8:15–16; Gal. 4:6)  

8. By praying in tongues, you’ll have confidence that you’ve been filled with the Holy 
Spirit. (Acts 2:4; 10:45–46)  

9. Speaking in tongues brings your tongue under subjection to God. (James 3:8 and 
Rom. 6:19)  
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10. By praying in tongues, you can edify and encourage yourself, and keep yourself in 
God’s love. (1 Cor. 14:4; Jude 20–21)  

11. Praying in tongues builds your faith. (Jude 20)  

12. Praying in tongues is part of “watching and praying” to be ready for Jesus’ return. 
(Jude 21 and Luke 12:42–46)  

13. Praying in tongues refreshes your spirit. (Isa. 28:11–12 and 1 Cor. 14:21)  

14. When we don’t know how to pray, praying in tongues prays God’s perfect will. 
(Rom. 8:26–27)  

15. We’re commanded to pray in tongues. It’s good for all occasions, especially in 
spiritual warfare. (Eph. 6:18)  

16. You can speak mysteries to God by your spirit in tongues. (1 Cor. 14:2)  

17. You give God thanks when you pray in tongues. (1 Cor. 14:15,17)  

18. How can you give a message in tongues in a believer’s meeting if you don’t speak 
in tongues as a personal prayer language? (1 Cor. 14:13) 

19. Speaking in tongues is a sign to unbelievers and may lead to their salvation. (Acts 
2:5–8)  

20. We worship God with tongues. (Php. 3:3)  
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